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Welcome to the New Year:  I wish All and 
happy and prosperous New Year. 
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Remember: Life is often a direct 
reflection into how much effort you put 
into it multiplied by the attitude in which 
it is applied. (Other wise know as Smile 
and the world will smile with you!) 
 
 

�Club Events: 
 
February 1st  
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��� 2009 Super Bowl 
Party. Come anytime after 4:30 
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February 6th 
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Letters of intent are available for anyone 

that  
is willing to contact someone for donations  
for door prizes or cash to the spina Bifida  
Group. Books of raffle tickets are available  
to anyone willing to sell them and fliers are  
available to post anywhere we can to help  
support this event. This is the big money  
raiser of the year for Spina Bifida. All  
Money stays in the Fox Valley. Raffle  
tickets are $ 2.00 each or 3 for $ 5.00. Three  
raffle ticket stubs will admit one into the  
Dance and Raffle. There is usually bucket  
raffles at the dance also. 
 
Please Join Club Members at the Darboy  
Club on the corner of Cty. KK & Highway  
N from 6:30 to 11:30 P.M. to support Spina  
Bifida.  
 
If you are interested in the Fish Fry at the 
 Darboy Club, Let Dick & Carol Rank know  
at 733-2704 so reservations can be made.  
We will meet in the small lower level bar in  
the Northwest corner of the building  
between 5:30 and 6:00 P.M. with dinner at  
6:30. immediately following dinner, we will 
 venture upstairs to the Dance and Raffle. If  
you did not purchase raffle tickets in  
advance, they can be purchased at the door.  
 
Please stop in at the dance if even for a short  
time to show your support for this charity.  
 
Any questions about this event please  
contact Dick or Carol Rank @ 733-2708 
�

 
 
 
February 14th 
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Steak Fry 
 
Whiting Boat House for the Steak Fry.   
Gary Brandt Will be Hosting with a band  
of support characters like Rick Janos &  
Steve Bender Cooking!!!!  
 

 
  

No telling what activities will  
be here this year but here’s last 
 year’s rules!! 
 

 
 
The capacity of the boat house is 50 persons, 
so get your reservations in early as the list 
will fill up quickly. Please contact our Host, 
to be added to the list.  
 
The steaks may be a choice of Rib Eye or 
Prime Rib but that is not formalized at this 
writing. Liquid refreshments, potatoes and 

salad are provided by the club. We ask that 
every couple or single, please bring your 
favorite appetizer or desert to pass. 

 
May 7th – 9th 
���
��
���)���������'�

���
�,�
88 
� ������
����'�

��&��)��(�
 
Little Rock, Arkansas May 7,8,9 2009  
11th Annual Central Arkansas Corvette Club  
Weekend Makes its Debut in Little Rock  
Arkansas!!!! 
 
For more information visit their web site at 
 www.centralarkacc.com  
 
To register by phone: (501)851-8550  
Hosted by Greg and Judy Tate  
heyofcr@gmail.com 

 

September 1st 2009 Caravan: 

 Right now the hotels available are 20 miles 
out, however Ivan feels some will open up 
closer as cancellations come in from clubs 
which had pre-booked.  Joyce Allen is 
setting up an event following this for 
Nashville.  She will get back to us with 
room information at a later date. 
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Corvettes will depart from several locations 
nation wide all heading for Bowling Green 
Corvette enthusiasts enjoying their cars for 
which Chevrolet intended on the open road. 
Meeting new people along the way and 
forging friendships to last a lifetime.  
Several Captains have been working to get 
their portion of the event planed for a fun 
filled cruise across the country.  Caravans 
will depart late August and early September 
2009, to arrive for the National Corvette 
Museum's 15th Anniversary Celebration on 
September 3-5, 2009. 

  

This is the 4th caravan to assemble at 
Bowling Green and Thousands are expected 
to attend this Labor Day event. What a 
better way to pay tribute to the week end 
then to enjoy the car that lives the American 
dream.  The Corvette was the dream car of 
my youth and I can only guess, but the 
dream car of several of you also.  

Valley Vettes has the distinct honor of have 
a 2009 Grand Caravan Captain as part of our 
Club. Ivan Schrodt will be the Wisconsin 
Captain and is in charge of planning and 
organizing the route from Wisconsin to 
Bowling Green.  

This caravan will mark the National 
Corvette Museum's 15th Anniversary and 
will host the Grand opening of the Museums 
expansion. In fifteen years the Museum has 
grown from a dream to a place dreams are 
made and memories forged forever.  

 The National Corvette Museums web site 
includes interactive maps and specific 
Caravan information. 

This promises to be a must attend event for 
the Corvette enthusiast. 

Open Events: 

A Look through last year’s event list shows 
several places for members to step forward 
and pick an event to Host. Many of the 
events we do are continuations of previous 
year’s activities and we welcome any new 
ideas. Please take the time to review our 
memories sections and let us know if there is 
something this summer you may be 
interested in hosting. We can contact the 
previous years host for helpful hints and put 
you on track to a wonder Corvette 
Experience. You will find our members are 
very helpful in making your event and 
success. 

This is an Oldie but a Goodie: �

����
������
������
������
�� ���� �������
��������������
��������������
��������������
����������� ����

���������
����������
����������
����������
� 



 ���������������� ����

·  
��������
�������������
�
������������
��������

��
�
����������
����
� �

·  �����
�����
�����������
��� �
·  ���������� ���
�������
���
�

��������������������������
�������
 ������
 �

����
����
��
�����
�����
�����
��� ����
����
����
����
 ��

·  �����
������������
��
������
������
����
��������
 �

·  �
�������������������������

��
����
�������������� ��
���� 
���������������
���� ����
� ���
����
�
����
�� �

PDF Created with deskPDF PDF Writer - Trial :: http://www.docudesk.com



������������������	
�����������	
�����������	
�����������	
� ��
�����
����
�����
����
�����
����
�����
�� ���� �
��������
��������
��������
������� ����

 

·  ������������ � �������
 �

������������	
����
�������
���	�
�
�����������������
�	���������  

 
 
������
9� �
���������	
��
���
�����������	
�������

�����������������	��������	
�������
������
��
������	������������
���	��������
������
���������
�������������	������	���
���
kbautoco@northnet.net 
 
 
��
�������(�6���
�9   �������
������
��
������������ �	���������������
�������
����������!���������
����������
������
��
����������
��	
�
���
�����������	��
���"�
����
�
�

Happy Birthday: 

 
�
��������	���
������������#	�
������
1/07  Paul Meier    
1/07  Charilie Wees        
1/12  Robert Piel     
1/13  Barb Stafford   
1/15 Gary Sieg 
1/16  Mary Coenen 
1/20  Allen Singstock 
1/21  Ron Babbitz 
1/25  Patricia McCarry      
�

 
 

Anniversaries 

 
 
1/20  Vi & Herb Grube 
  
 Love makes the world go round.  Please 
take the moment to celebrate the joining of 
two people to a life time of Love & 
Friendship.  

 
For the Good of the Club: 
 
Board Meetings: 
Changed the Board Meeting a week  
before our club meeting.    
Our board meetings will now occur a 
 week before the regular club meeting.   
Discussed pros and cons.  Board  
members can help put an agenda  
together for the club meeting.  Following  
is the schedule of where the board  
meeting will be held: 
 
January   Held after Club Meeting 
February 5th / Phill / Donna Gross 
March 5th / Val Sisson & Gary Sieg 
April 2nd  /  Marty / Terry Lee Garofalo 
May 7th  / Rick / Ike  Janos 
 
 

PDF Created with deskPDF PDF Writer - Trial :: http://www.docudesk.com



������������������	
�����������	
�����������	
�����������	
� ��
�����
����
�����
����
�����
����
�����
�� ���� �
��������
��������
��������
������� ����

 

Jorns Chevrolet  
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Smooth ride: Jorns Inc.  
having good anniversary  
year, despite economy 
 

 
Owning a car dealership is not a smooth ride 
in these tough economic times Owner Pete 
Beane of Jorns Chevrolet Pontiac of 
Kewaunee is celebrating its 20th 
anniversary.  Noted for its exclusive line of 
Corvettes, Beane shows off an original 1962 
silver beauty. Tina M. Gohr/Kewaunee 
County News es. 

However, when you have a large showroom 
full of Corvettes like owner Pete Beane of 
Jorns Chevrolet Pontiac Inc., Kewaunee, life 
can still be pretty good. 

While General Motors vehicle sales in the 
United States plunged 45 percent in October 
compared to a year ago, Beane noted they 
bucked the trend with a 5-10 increase in 
sales due in part to sales of Corvettes both in 
the United States and internationally. 

Beane said Jorns has a current inventory in 
excess of 100 vehicles. About 20 are new 
and used Corvettes. Two Corvettes presently 
are in the main showroom, with the rest in 
the former Dale's True Value Hardware 
store located just to the north, a building 
Beane purchased five years ago. It gives 
Jorns an extra 10,000-square-foot heated 
showroom. 

"We're a big niche dealer," Beane said. 
"When customized trucks came out, we sold 
more than the Green Bay dealers in the late 
'80s. 

"We really got into Corvettes in the mid-
'90s. We started with one at a time and now 
we're internationally known for them, due to 
the Internet. We've been very strong with 
them — selling a couple a week. We 
recently sold one to Australia. It's interesting 
to think we're from little Kewaunee and 
we're known throughout the world." 

Jorns Chevrolet Pontiac Inc. is observing its 
20th anniversary. Jorns opened for business 
on Nov. 1, 1988, at 1613 Center St. (on 
Wisconsin 29 within the city) on 
Kewaunee's west side. 

At the time, Jorns had operated a family-
owned dealership in Sturgeon Bay for about 
30 years and ran it another five years before 
selling to Bergstrom. Beane and father-in-
law Hub Jorns became co-owners of the 
Kewaunee operation, and Beane came from 
Sturgeon Bay to run it. 

Beane, 51, said it was a good decision for 
him. "It's been a great 20 years and 
hopefully they'll be another 20. I like selling 
cars and love the people, everything about it. 
You've got to have fun." 

Beane said Jorns has actually been 
celebrating its anniversary "all year with 
special deals." They are planning "a 
customer appreciation party in the spring in 
conjunction with a car show." 

Jorns attracted a customer recently from 
Chicago, who saw a good deal on the 
internet. However, many local people also 
check their Web site, www.jorns.com before 
they come to the lot. 
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"We try hard to sell locally. We offer them a 
better deal so they don't have to go to Green 
Bay to buy a car. We want to keep them 
buying locally and to have the tax dollars 
stay locally," Beane said. 

"Our trucks and cars are all doing pretty 
well but you have to have the right 
inventory. You have to have what the 
market is bearing," Beane said. "Trucks and 
sports utility vehicles are still popular here, 
even with the economy." 

Beane and other area auto dealers were 
recently featured in a Green Bay Press-
Gazette article regarding the economy. 
Beane said Jorns has noticed unique buyer 
trends. 

"The thing we've seen more in the last 30 
days is more people are coming in that need 
a car rather than wanting a car," Beane said. 

Beane said Jorns is practicing caution. 
They've cut inventory and expenses where 
they can, and while they haven't had to let 
anyone go, their staff is where it should be. 

Beane said Jorns has also done well due to 
its high customer satisfaction rating. General 
Motors uses a 4.0 rating system to gauge 
dealerships and for the past year and a half, 
Jorns has received a perfect 4.0 score. 

Asked what factors are included, Beane said, 
"It means that people are having an excellent 
buying experience, feeling they're getting 
the best deal. It means when someone has a 
problem with their car, we fix things right 
the first time." 

Jorns employs 12 people and has an eight 
stall service department. Beane said people 
drive in from as far away as Chicago and the 
Twin Cities to have Jorns technician Craig 
Paque work on their Corvettes. 

A veteran sales staff is another plus. Beane 
said no one at Jorns has been there less than 
seven years. One salesman, Jesse Yahnke, 
started out with the dealership detailing cars. 

"We've been here 20 years because of the 
employees," Beane said. "We have the best 
people around." 

On its Web site, Jorns touts itself as the 
largest Corvette dealer in northeastern 
Wisconsin. Beane said, "We're involved 
with a lot of Corvette clubs. We've helped 
set up rides. This year, we had 25 people 
from Eagle River go up to Door County. 
Once, we arranged for 24 (Corvette owners) 
to go to Lobster Fest in Maine." 

Locally, the Denmark Lions are holding a 
Corvette raffle, selling a maximum of 700 
tickets for $100 each, with the top prize 
being a Jorns' Corvette. The drawing will 
take place at 2 p.m., Jan. 4, at Beverly 
Gardens. 

Among the vehicles in the former hardware 
store are a 1962 Corvette, an all original car; 
a Corvette that was the pace car at the 2008 
Indianapolis 500, and specialty cars such as 
a '64 Impala, '62 Impala and '57 Chevy. 
There are also racks of Corvette clothing. 

Beane seems very happy showing off the 
Corvettes. 

"We're a tiny Chevy dealer that likes to have 
fun," he said. 
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Club Memories 

 
�
�
December 6th 
Salvation Army Bell Ringing 
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Editor’s Ramblings:  

2009 proves to be a very trying year for 
everyone. Markets are down and our great 
automotive manufactures are in for a very 
rough ride along with the rest of our nation.  

 If you watch one of my favorite movies as 
of late “national Treasure” you will a quote 
attributed to Thomas Edison. 

“The story goes that "Thomas Edison failed 
more than 1,000 times when trying to create 
the light bulb 
 
When asked about it, 
Edison allegedly said, "I have not failed 
1,000 times.  I have successfully discovered 
1,000 ways to NOT make a light bulb." 
 
The idea is that -- even if you try and fail, it 
doesn't mean that you” didn't learn 
something. 

 Every step in life is an opportunity to learn 
and prosper. Members of the Valley Vettes 
will enjoy a new and exciting year. Club 
elections were held November and new 
officers and board members took their 
prospective positions in December.  Gary 
Brandt will be adding a new section to the 
News Letter informing members of the most 
current news of the day. There will be a 
continuing effort to change meetings to a 
more social style event. Marty worked 
toward this during his rein and Gary plans to 
continue to change all our meetings to a 
more of a social gathering with a brief 
meeting in the middle.  Frankie and I spoke 
last year about bringing in guest to show 
new products or discuss how to do different 
things to our favorite cars. I hope to be able 
to actually get that on track and have added 
reasons to attend a meeting that you won’t 
be able to get from our news letter or web 

site. Our picnic meetings have always drawn 
a larger crowd I believe because they 
involved something more then just a 
meeting, getting that spirit back into our 
monthly meeting is our goal this year.  For 
the Corvette Enthusiast having a reason to 
drive your car to the meeting for more then 
just parking it in the back row will be 
important. Maybe there will be products to 
demonstrate on this car or that one, possibly 
mini car shows or some one showing off 
their newest gadget. Who knows we’ve 
always spoke about short trips for fun rides 
around town maybe we will have some 
before or after meeting cruises for Burgers 
or Ice cream. I know I’ve spoken about this 
in the past but would be willing to run a few 
cruises if the interest is there.  

 So in the New Year Step back to a time 
when the front porch was more then just an 
entrance to your home.  It was more style of 
Life even if just for the moment... 

 

 

                Valley Vettes  Where  
you’re more than a member,  you’re 
Family   
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